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i, Champagne or Grip?
p Wo are not quite sure whether too much

'highly taxed carbonic ncld gas got Into tho
i ' Hon. Booer Quables Mills's top story oti
$ Friday ulfrht, or whothor tho bacillus of tho
) ffrip Is still at largo hi the pray ranttor

jq of bis brain. Certainly tho after-dinne- r

s trpaech which the gontlomau from Texas do--

Urered to tho Mugwumps ot tho lloforra
'' Sub Is ono of tho most romarkublo jnoduc- -

tloos that wo havo ever road .

', The main purposo of tho Iteform Club Is

'to brine about free trade. Sir. Va.is, Is
j: . With tho club In that. " I havo borne somo

I fart," ho rornnrUcd, with a modesty that t e- -

,( I caUs certain utterances of another and a
fleshier statesman, "In that sot-vic- and I

i flatter myself with tho ldoa that my labors
have attracted your notice and unlisted

t; your sympathies." Thon Sir. Mills wout
on 'to say that In his opinion No Stop ltnck- -

ward was an inadequate bnttlocry. "Wo
;, nuat'clthor advanco or retreat," he said.
,i '"If we retreat our troops are demoralized,
j j,urarmyls lost, end thu enemy cnpttirea
a ! s bag; and baggage. WemuBtnilvancol"
i-- I That Is Mr. Mima's programmo, bndllus- -

V J born or chnrnpaRne-lusiiircd- , ns tho enso
( I Bay be. Advance ull along the Mugwump
y.-- lino, and advanco until frcn trade is won I

f jv No wonder Henhy GKoiini: wrung tho hand
j I of Mr. Mills omotlonully, ntid no wondur
V tho venerable Papke Godwin, who figured
J' m tho occasion for after-dinn- purposes as
5 ' ' the Father of Freo Trade, was moved almost
f to tears.

Thon Mr. Mills paid his compliments to
(

Ll4jesHon. David Bennett Hill. "Another
Uttstlnguishod leader of our pnrty," ho suld
k-a-nd observe tho flnu iiurulcd modesty of

' MIm " anether" " says thut wo must to--

fireat,goback tothe tarilTof laH.l.diKJai-f- t
V r Itat as the final settlement o all ire ichiVc."
6 Mo man through whoso wits tho gas bub--"

Met were net rising, or in whoso brain the
pestilential animalcule was not roaming,
would have risked, even at tho Now Yoi k

" Jteform Club, this audacious mlsroprcscn-- ;
' Nation of what Senator Hill really Kild.

.Next Mr. Mills Jumpod from Hirmlng-;- j
kavm to Valparaiso, and brought down tho

l dinner table with this amnzlngileulatatton:
jj " We are for war, ruthless, eternal, uncom- -

promising war with wrong; not with Chill.
$ STover until evory eflort has loon mndo for

peace will wo tako down tho purple vest- -

Bent of bloody war for the little Chilians ire
, have " Then came the rhctor-- y

leal climax:
"Our father! granted to us a free government. We

' ssava established free Institutions We hare secured
',. AVee thought and free speech and free prcn and free re
' feetloa and free labor; aad we Intend to press on until

jra capture the Hit nem that burnt In the onnrtellatlon
ft liberty bjr reetoring to our jieoplo the Uon ivcu rijh:
M Tree Trade."

'i We Invito every snuo a.d sober Domocrat
S, to Tut this declaration of Mr. Uooeb Q.

i HJills's alongeldo of thoso previous uttor-,- ;
knees of bis which ho endeavored to rcpu- -

? dlati?.4uxUiff the Speakoiship contest ten
weeks ago: and which The Sun presented

i 'at that time as sufficient reasons for not
t-- trusting Mr. Mills with a largo sharo of

J responsibility for thu Democracy's future
S- -

3
I Congress and the Navy.

I ' Upon a Democratlo Houso now devolves
the duty of taking np and carrying forward
the) work of rebuilding our navy. Wo may
tahrly expect of it tho same far-seei- and

.liberal spirit In performing this task that
': distinguished its immediate Democratlo

pttdsoessors. Thoy, too, had como honestly
"' by their patriotlo support of tho navy

M a source of publlo dofonoe. They
kad Inherited it from Jeffebson's Ad- -

;, aalnlstratlon, which had curbed tho arro- -
i canoe ot Tripoli: from Madison's, under

Which the naval glories ot 1812 were won,
'. and ths Barbary powers aftorward pun- -

Isbtd; frem Monboe's, which proclaimed a
'-- tamamerable doctrine tor the New World;
'' Jlrom Jaoisos's. whose policy at the Court

t Bt James's was to ask nothing but what
'':, 'wis right and to submit to nothing that
I was wrong; from Folk's, wldch carrlod
:, eur domain to the Bio Qrando and across
1 tho Colorado to the Pacific.

WnwBaaritary Whitney came Into ofllce,
ke received from Congress tho hoarlicst
support. It Is simple Justice to say that tho

i building of our modern navy had been not
oly begun, but vigorously pushod, uuder

his predecessor, Secretary CnAKDLEit. Still.
whlla only about $1,500,000 was approprl- -

s ' td for this purpose In tho wintor of
USa and 1S83, tho Domocrats, on obtaining
oatrol of the next House, Immediately set

? av high standard by voting S2.2J1.000 to now
onstrnctlon, following this up at tho

:" second session by $l,895,ooo more. This was
j" ths beginning of a cretlltnblo serlesof np- -

sroprlatlons. "After that time," as Sir.
,-
- Sodtelle, allopubllcan Congressman, onco

put it, " $22,203,000 was appropriated for tho
i reconstruction of tho navy, all of which
' wits handled under a Democtatlo Adminls- -
' ' tratlon." Ot courso, guun ns well as hulls

aud engines had to bo supplied.
Tho ships built with that money const-

itute tho gicater part ot our best uvallablo
i vessels In comm'tlou y or to bo rom- -

pietod within trio present year. When Mr.
f Whitney, soon after taking ofllce, uddiessed
i the graduates at Annapolis, hngavu them

tblsassuranco: "Tho whole country has
P, swakouod to tho importaneo of having n

- savy. You will not have long to wait bo- -
foro you can walk tho docks of a

&' ship lit to carry the American Hag."
U'liat his words havo been made good

5 the reoent mobilization of our navy for
the affair with Chill has hhowii. Ills Hint

k task was to bnlld the vessels authorized at
ft the preootllng session of Congress, aud tho
ft Cbarleston, tho Baltlmoro, the York town,
A and ths Petrel were the result. At tho
is tnt session under tho new Adraluis-- ,

tfatioa two larger vessols than hud
"s STftf been undertaken in this country, tho

armored cruiser Maine and tho buttle ship
Saxas. were authorized, at an estimated ag- -

sjrsgats cost for both of $5,000,000. Thenfol-- :
Iswed. Is session after session, npproprla-- f
ttons (or new resseU ot almost every type.

;n' - TJis Newark, for whloh an Insufflolen tallow-- ;
Mas had Was bafttrs been made, received an

h StVlHtea asd was built The swift cruisers
;ft rhrissslihli asd Ban Frandsco were con-- r

sbrsstsd, as alas tks gunboats Concord and
$, " lasafatVis Addltisnal appropriations went
KL Is ths Irs dosais-Urr- et monitors, headed
IV,' ths fsrttaa. Tho foundation of our tor-K,- ttt

that was laid with the Gushing, and a
BBffcT"H wtrs la oonstruotlon essayed
?lvlsm',':cwstto thrower Vesuvius,

f!!MtUML9l4ms, toYbSf4iM0sslesswaa

brought forward with the Monterey, on
which so much rellanco has lately boon put.

But special nttontlon Is due Just now to
tho first session ot the last previous Demo-oratl- o

Houso for comparison with to-da-

That body provided, In a single appropria-
tion bill, for no fewer than eight war ships,
Including tho armored crulsor New York, of
8.160 tons, then tholargost cvor undertaken,
for which $3,500,000 wns appropriated t tho
largest, nlso, of our unnnnorcd cruisers up
to that time undertaken, tho B,500-to-n ship,
for which $1,800,000 was nllowed; two 3,181-to- n

cruisers, on whleh tho limit wns $1,100,-00- 0

each; throe 2,000-to- n crulsors; finally, a
prnctlco vcs6ol for tho Naval Academy.
This work It followed up n fow mouths
Inter, nt Its next session, by authorizing
two other armored vessels, ouo a steel
crutfccr and the other a harbor-defenc- o ram,
besides two uunvmorcd gunboats.

It must bu acknowledged that tho Fifty-fir- st

Congress fully roe to tho lovel of
these precedents. Mr. Wiirrsnv had been
succeeded by Secretary TitAOY, who at-

tracted tho nttontlon ot tho country by
carrying tho standard ot construction
higher thau over, putting It Indeed nt tho
fioutot tho woild's navnl archltocturo, and
afterward winning pi also on all hnnds for
hlsicinarkablo ndiuliilstrntlvo energy nnd
ability In pieparlug tho navy for possible
sorvlco against Chili. Tho building of
tho threo gieat 10.200-to- u battlo shlp,
Indiana. Massachusetts, and Oregon, and
of tho two largo and swift cominnno
destroyers, No. 12 nud No. l'J. will form
his nflh'inl monument. As. also, under his
IiredeccHSor tho foundation of tho great
gun nnd armor plant at Hcthleheni nud tho
nslabllshnient.of tho ohIiiiiuchi factory at
Washington must bo added to tho achieve-incut- s

already mentioned, so to Mr. Thacv'm
perloil ot t'ontiol the ptotluctloti ot
the best naval a nior lit the world.

These are the records wlili'li should stimu-

late the Fifty-secon- d Congress to fall In

with tho stiiklng match ot tho past ton
yeais In naval coiwlructlou. This hits boon
steadily uccelcrutfd In pace with the growth
ot tho couutiy's rt'souicos for building
ship and guns. Tho present. Congivss
has also hnd in tho exirlenco of tho
lust twolvo miinlhs with Italy nnd with
Chill an unusually striking lesoou upon tho
value of our navy, thu need of Increasing
it, and the enthusiastic support which tho
American people will give to tho defence
of Ameiicuu rights.

. , A Sharp Judicial Kcform.
Tho Hon. JIklvillc WrsTON TuLLEn's

political risibilities have been resting
tiuletly for wmm months in tho shndo of his
supcrlnblal foliage. They havo boon brought
out again, whether with ribald or serious
intention, and they seem to bo wringing tho
honest heart of Indiana with socio and
genuine pnln. Our esteemed but possibly
too lugubrious contomiwrary, tho iojitas-por- t

Jounml, feels a call to lceturo on lift
duty of tho Justices ot thu Supiemo Couit
of tho United Stutos to put away ambition
uud content themselves with holding tho
scales ot justlco with a steady haud :

'A Unitttl States Supreme Court Ju.Ueithip is a posi-

tion cfdlstiiiKutsliet honor. Ttidilnrntt.ui of the to'ui
of office Hii urpusely tixii with u iew to tuUnz
awuj Kllttfiuu temptiitlous and potUlcal nuitittlotm. It
was Intended that an acceptance of hiicU aJtiU'eshlp
ebould be the end ul active poHtlral norL an! aiubl
tion, ttiat the iVcisions lnltrbt not he colore! When
popular decisions mnlo rresidenw of Jinlires there w ill
be mpre p .pulfir decisions ami leei, law, and the honor
and Integrity of the court will be queatlcned. It U bet.
ter to let the members of the Silpit'lue Court rest con-te-

with the great honor the odlce now confer, and to
discourage any further political ainbltloo. It Is cer-

tainly not wise to encourage It."
Likowiso our ostoomod Harrisoniau con-

temporary, tho Indianupolia Journal, ap-

proves tho sago counsels of Logansport,
and adds thcioto a wisdom of its own :

"This Is tlmoljr and well Bald. There la no more
mlschierous featnre In our politics than that which
seems to reconnlzo a judicial poic as a stepping stone
to political preferment; and especially la this true
of Federal Judgeships, which are for life. When a law-
yer accepts a place In the Federal judiciary, be
should do so with the tlxed purpose of holding it for life,
or until he is retired under the law, and should put
behind him, at once aud forever, all ideas of political
preferment. The Presidential bee should never be al-

lowed to enter the precincts ot a Federal court room.'

All of which Is truo and solemn, but with-
out ono helpful suggestion forthocasoof
Mr. FuLLim. Nobody can do justice to that
singular and Interesting case who does not
seo that ltd peculiar conditions take it nt
onco out ot formal generalities nud classltl-catlon- s,

and loavo it to bo studied and to
bo helped, If any help there is for it, by a
moro searchlug and direct analysis. It is
unjust to Mr. Fuller to nssumo that ho Is
not acquainted with and docs not wish to
obey tho unwritten, nud, it must bo added,
largely unobserved, law of ctlquetto and
propriety which forbids his sombre gown
to rustic m tno winus or popular favor.
Gifted as ho is with a if de-

cidedly second-hea- d poetic temperament, ho
probably feels oven moro acutely nnd pas-

sionately than tho sternest ot his critics
tho impropriety of dropping tho sword
of justlco and tucking up his gown to go
into a free-for-a- ll raco for tho Presidency.
Ills ardent, romantic, and sonsltlva
nnturo must be deeply hurt by his
strugglo with tho temptation to jump
from tho bench to the stump; and
thoso inconsiderate friends of his in
Chicago or Washington who show him his
boom from time to time, nnd bid him make
It hot, 1110 exposing him to moro mental
dioltess than can bo lulled by the most pa-

tient perusal ot the most somniferous law
reports. The worslilpperof beauty must bo
a lover of proportion, nud desirous of a

d and becoming career. Unfoi-tunato- ly

Mr. Fuller still unconsciously
allows a contradiction to exist botween
his personal aud his professional codo ot
irsthctles. Ho Is tho victim of thut con-

tradiction, nud until that is removed it Is
almost an insult to him to rend to him

homilies about tlio duty of Judges
to keep out of polities. Ho recognizes that
duty, but ho Is drawn In 11 direction con-

trary to his Inclinations by'hls Inability to
sucrldco or to seo tho necessity of sacrillc-lu- g

his pulchrltudlnousuccldonts to judicial
essentials. Ho has not yet fully qualified
as Chief Justlco. It ho ever should so
qualify, his yearning for polities will disap-
pear.

Let us suppose tho case ot an actor who
has become a preacher. It ho should still
continue to wear upon his countenance bin
old adornments from tho greaso pot and
tho chnlk, would not his congregations bo
scandalized ? Would it not be folt that he
had not yot given up the footlights, or put
himself into harmony with his now sur-
roundings ? The pointed face above tho
surplice1 would bo a contradiction of the
solemn work he had undertaken. The Hon.
Ciiaiiles 11. Tubneb, tho Illustrious lcoman
ot this town, put by the etoolyards and the
apron when he took his seat in the House ot
Representatives. WearejustlUodliiubsum-la- g

that the Hon. Lucius Q. CxNCONNATua,

the original Farmers' Alllanoe man, pulled
down his toga, and shook the hayseed from
his curly looks, when he was appointed Dic-

tator by a snap convention. Even ths Hon.
Elijah Adams Mobsk. M.O, a distant rela-
tive of the Adams family of Massachusetts,
doesn't pass around cakes of bis stove
polish among the members when ths House

is In Bosslon. A man cnllod to publlo place

gives up something ot his private profes-

sional appoaranoo In corapllmont extern to
publlo dignity. Tho simplest unspoiled
moral statesman Is llablo to order a haircut
and a black frook coat when he la sent to
tho Legislature. It Is a concession of pri-

vate whim to publlo asthotlos.
But tho Hon. Melvillh Weston Fuller

has not adapted hlmsolf to his now dlgulty .

Ho wears uuconecrnodlv tho beautiful
mustachlos which hosproutod In his poet
days. Thoy wnvo und sough with as swoot

a melancholy as tho Brunswick woods,

through which tho young bard usod to
wandor rhymo hunting: but thoy nro as In-

appropriate on tho fttco of a Chlot Justlco as
a gin bottlo would bo on tho desk of tho
Archbishop of Canterbury. If a slnglo hnlr
oft turns tho boatn, what perturbations
must this bolster on tho upper lip of tho
Chief Justice c.iuso In tho Huprerao Court
room ? We might speak of tho dlvorstou or
introversion ot intellectual oITort which tho
cans of this ornament requires, but It Is

sufficient to point out horo that while that
tmmstncho romnltis, its cultivator cannot
bo in harmony with his ofhVo or subdued
to tho material ho works on. It makes
ot him n layman and not a Chief
Jutlco. It will bo pulled nnd tugged at
by doting friends, who will not eonso to try
to halo Its owner Into politics. It Is not
moial admonition ns to tho nbstontlon of
tho judlilnry from politics that, will help
Mr. Fuller's case. What ho needs Is to
step Into tho barber shop ot tho Hlggs
Houso. already famous ns tho scouo of
tho uuwliiskorltig ot Jones of St. Louis,
nud tusk for a clean shavn. In ten mluutcs
ho could reappear sorcuo nnd smooth of
couutennnce. a poet no moro. but a Juilgo.
And with the razing of that swoet but fatal
hair ho would become a now man. Booms
and tumors ot booms would pursuo him no
longer. Ho would bo out tit polities, and
ho would Do Chlof Justlco Indeed: ny. every
inch a Chief Justice, slxty-llv- o inches ot
Chief Justlco.

For fifteen cents ho would hav.i "oonp-crate- d

" himself wholly to his bust uosi ns a
Judge, and a Chief Justice.

Poltcr, Cards, Business.
In the subjoined letter we nro askotl to

discuss 11 question whoso gieat cpson-ti- nl

lutorest must have been considerably
heightened by a certain noted and popular
feature of our national development:

"In 11 ccnenitlon concerning tho pune u( draw
poker the stuteinenl was made that a man whu could
pla) ajtf'i.'iuofimrof poller had all the (iialtTlcations
ncedid to successfully iuanane any lame business In-

terest, such as a large railroad company, insurance
company, or bank.

"Is not thlssol If) on think not, Ihenwhynot:
The statement referred, of course, to mental qualifica-
tions, kunwladireof human nature, cuoluess, nerve,

and so forth."
There Is much In pokor to suggestthe idea

that tho Eupotlor man, measured by tho
eompailsonsof ordinary life, will play the
superior game. An nblo and successful
artist in action may well impress tho ob-

server with respect for tho forco both of his
uiluil nud character. His power of pene-
trating into tho game's uuknotvn quanti-
ties seems astounding. His feeling for an
antagonist's strength or weakness seems
delieuto to tho point ot divination. His
calmness through moments of necessarily
intcuso excitement, nnd tho boldness with
which ho olton plunges for fortuno in tho
face of chance manifestly unequal, elicits
thu admiration always nccorded to cool aud
daring determination. His cstlraato of
his competitors. In respect ot their disposi-
tions and Impulses, nnd tho Inllueneo ot his
conclusions therefrom upon his own play
suggest extraordinary subtlety in reason-
ing and in appreciating tho idlosj-ncraslc- s

ot huitiau nature. His judgment upon tho
Inuuraernblo littlo trivialities of tho gaming
tablo Is formed with Incomprehensible ac-
curacy, nnd his forco of will in bowing to
it and relentlessly declaring himself beaten
when a weaker soul'would bo unablo to re-

press tho temptation to another useless nnd
costly sacrillco, touches the magnlticont.
In tho midst of triumph ho rises to tho
staturo of a veritable giant of intellectual
and moral strength, endowed nppaicntly
with ovory qunlitlcaMon for shining suc-
cess In tho affairs of active life.

Moreover, this correspondent who has
communicated to The Sun a belief In
good poker qualities as Identical with prac-
tical business tnlout Is not tho llrst such phi-
losopher. So searching and Inspired an an-

alyst of human faculties ns Edoar Allan
Poe exalted whist as a test, of tho Intellect
on precisely tho same lino of reasoning that
has led our correspondent to thu celebra-
tion of poker. Chess, says Poe, in the pre-
liminary relictions which introduce his
story of tho " Murders In tho Ituo Morgue,"
docs not tax tho higher powers of tho

Intellect exhaustively. Tho best
chess player may bo little moro. But
" proficiency In whist." a game In which
ho credits tho great player with tho ability
nnd hnblt of observing nnd using along
and varied list of accidents apparently
trivial but mightily significant, outside of
tho piny pure nnd slmplo, "Implies cupaclty
for success with all thoso moro importaut
undertakings where mind struggles with
mind."

As to thovaluoof this authority wo will
vouturo to suy that no modern whist master
would cousldor tho theatrical nnd somewhat
grotesque genius whom Pob presents ns
tho Ideal expert, without being stitislled that
Poe himself wns really no player. Wo will
uso a portion of his own description of tho
perfect member of n whlet party:

"lie examines the countenance of his partner, com
p.irln It carefully with that of each of his opponents.
Uo considers the mode of assorting tho cards in each
hand, often counting trump by trump and honor by
honor, through the dances bestowed by their holders
upon each. He notes etory variation of face as Hie
playpro-ro'sos-

, gathering fund uf inought from the
tditlerences In the expression of certainty, of surprise,

of triumph, or of chagrin From the manner ot gather-lu-

up a trick be judges whether th person Ukliif it
can make another In the suit. Ue recognizes what
lspUed through feint by the air through which it Is
thrown on the table, A casual or Inadrertent word;
the accidental dropping or turning of a card with the
accompanying anxiety or carolesuiess lu regard to lta
concealment; tho counting ot tricks with the order uf
their arrangement; embarrassment, hesitation eager-
ness, or trepidation, all altord, to his apparently Intui-
tive jiercpptluu, Indication ot the true state of altalrs
The llrst twooV three rounds librlng been played, he Is
In full possession of the contents of each hand, and
thenceforward puts down Uis cards with as abaolute
precision of purpose as If the rest of the party had
turned outward the faces of their on n."

However splendid thl3 Is as it stands In
tho Introduction to one ot tho most amazing
achievements ot literary imagination, It Is
not whist. The living player finds his game
In tho cards. Compared to the school depict-
ed in the "Murders in the Ituo Morgue " his
stands as dhttlnot as are the logical and con-
centrated calculations of the astronomer
from the fantastic and emotional delusions
of ths aitrologlst Ho relies little or not at
all upon the fanciful powerof Inductive ratio-
cination, from which the brilliant and
Inexperienced fancy of Fob created his

wonder, His mind la bent
almost wholly and absolutely upon consid-
ering ths ever new and surprlslnc combina-
tions which nftytwo cards, manipulated
according-- to the laws of whist, afford In n
suooesslou that la practically InexhaustlMu.
Bo long as the possibilities of the cards r

W'ViMB. Wf "fwa.is3yrowiWMii,i,M My W, ; m -'.

main unknown or unfixed in tho memory,
thoy must command tho player's study
altogether beyond comparison with tho sec-
ondary considerations whloh filled so large
n partot Fob's mind, nnd tho powor of com-
prehending thorn will bo lntlnltcly more
potent than tho more acutonoss of tho
detcctlvo-llk-o perceptions whloh Pob has
held up as tho crown nt tho ldoal master.
For whist ono must havo Intolloctual
strength ot no moan onlor, oouplod with
great facility ot thought, aud Itls truo that
manygront mon havo excelled In whist; but
thousands may gain faino therein to whom
distinction In any other pursuit Is hopo-lessl- y

uiiuttnluablo.
Our correspondent can sot It down as

a certain truth that pokor, llkn whist,
neither makes nor requires a man ot ability
to deal with tho lnrgo affairs ot practical
llfo. Perhaps human naturo nnd a knowl-edg- o

of It aro moro Important factors in
this national sport ot America than In tho
royal caidgamo of all tho worjd. Wltllo
pokor Is loss ot a tax upon whnt' might bo
called the ptiro mechanism of tho mind,
ns It is In Its nnturo loss varied aud less com-
plicated, It will scarcely over produco a suc-
cessful playor who has not at tho bottom
of his make-u- p a very consldorablo block
of common sonso; far more Indeed than nec-

essarily enters Into tho constitution of tho
man of whist. Yet, nl though It Is our national
game, tho of It aro not tho
most famous cither ot hotel keepers or
ot railroad President)). Samo very ablo
nnd likowiso eminent citizens havo been
excellent poker players: still tho genuine
cracks, thoso whoso skill Is most suro nnd
dangerous, nro ns apt to be gentlomon liv-

ing by their liickorbysoinonluiosti kindred
profession, ns to possess the substantial
iorco nnd judgment that makes N.U'olkons
In tho walks of legitimate nllairs.1

If our foiicspoudout will ponder upon
this fact, ho may 1 each a moro indlcal und
satlsfactoty explanation ot It than wo
shall venture upon hero. Wo will suggest,
however, that perhaps tho faculties exer-
cised In whist or In poker or lu curdB by nny
rules, may bo in truth extremely limited.
In poker, great, noble, and, In thl-- s country,
pati lotlc game ns it is, n littlo uorvo. a lit-

tle smartness, practice, and. Indispensably,
thospliltnt tho gambler, tho icadlncss or
inclination to seize upon oven nu Inferior
ehnneo ngalnst the lisle of disaster, thu dis-

position that can rest Its action on hopo d

of ou logic, may moot succossf ally over
tho poker tablo tho most iwwerful Intellect
ever turned to commcrco or politics.

State Control of Catholic Schools in
Knglnnd.

Tho publication of Dr. Bouquillon'3
pamphlet on tho relation of the Stnto to ed-

ucation has not only excited n vigorous
controversy nmong our Cathollu fellow cit-

izens, but It has called forth several inter-
esting statements of taut which throw tho
light of precedent or analogy upon tho
question. Ono of these appears In tho Amer-
ican Ecdeaiilical ltn'icw for February, und
doflncsjtho situation of Catholic elomcntary
schools In England uud Wales.

Tho iclatlon ot the Stato to primary in-

struction has not been uniform in nil parts
of tho United Kingdom. In Scotland thero
has existed sitico lGOO n legalized system ot
national elementary education. By law
each parish was provided with a primary
school nt tho expense of tho land ownors,
who had to maintain it, and to partially
provido for the teacher, who was allowed,
however, to charge a small foe. Ireland
nlso has had, slnco 1831, a system ot na-

tional primary education; this Is an unde-
nominational schomo thrust upon a peo-

ple, a largo majority of whom nro Cath-
olics, nnd who desire schools in which their
religion mny bo taught. In England, on
tho other hand. It wus not until 1870 that a
dcilnlto approach was made to a national
system ot elementary Instruction. Until
tho passage of thoFonsTEBaet in that year,
tho Government had never takon tho initi-
ative In promoting primary education. It
only gnvo grants to thoso who did, no mat-
ter who they were or to what denomination
thoy belonged, provided always thoy could
show that they wcro accomplishing results
satisfactory to tho Government Inspectors.

A radical chango was made by the Educa-
tion net of 1870, whose purposo was two-
fold : First, to establish a system of purely
secular education, compulsory and practi-
cally frco, through tho creation ot a multl-tud- o

of public elementary schools con-

trolled by school boards nnd supported by
tho local rates. Secondly, to coutlnuo
Stato aid to schools under voluntary man-
agement, provided they would divest thom- -
selves of any purely denominational char- -
nclnr liv nncnnHno' thn rn.nap(nnpn

clauso of the act. This clause provided that
children ot any religion, or no roligion,
should havo the right of admUslon to nny
school, whether founded by Anglicans, Prot-
estant Dissenters, or Catholics: that two
hours should bo devoted to purely secular
Instruction at each session ot the school,
and that the times during which religious
instruction should bo given or religious
observances practised should be either at
the beginning or end of the session, or at
both, and that any pupil might, at tho
icqucst of his parents, bo excused from
nttendanco at such times without forfeiting
any of thoothor bcnellts of tho school. It
is obvious that this law was a compromise
between religion, as icprescnted by the
voluntary school, and secularism, ns repre-
sented by tho board school.

Tho Catholics roluctantly ncccpted tho
compromise, but tho Nonconformists do
not seem lucllnod to permanently adhere to
It. Thoy aro champions of tho board school
6ystcm,nnd have sot their hearts on mak-
ing this tho oxoluslvo instrument of na-

tional education. Tho Church of England
upon Its part Is showing signs of weariness
in tho strugglo to compote with tho Stato
in tho matter of elementary instruction.
Its voluntary schools aro now surpassed In
examination results by tho board schools,
nnd many of thorn have already boon turned
over to tho school boards. Tho Catholic
voluntary schools, on tho othor hand, havo
for tho last twenty years kept nhcad of tho
board schools, and nro still ulnonst of thorn,
notwithstanding the lattor's superior re-
sources. It should be understood that the
Statu ntd granted to the Catholic, as well
ns all othor voluntary schools, comes In tho
shapo ot a grant from tho Government,
which on tho averngo nttendanco of 1890

amounted to nearly four dollnrs nnd a half
per head. In addition to corresponding
grants from tho imperial treasury, the
board schools rocoivo several millions ot
pounds sterling annually from the local
rates, which contribute nothing toward the
malntouanco of thu voluntary schools,

Such Is tho actual situation. Tho volun-
tary schools aro on trial, and it is univer-
sally admit ted that it tho board schools
shall lu U'" gi cat majority of cases surpass
the volununy schools In secular etllolonoy,
the doom of the voluntary school system
will be sealed, Ws have seen that such a
state of things already exists as regards
schools under Protestant management.
Int. as wa have said, tho Cnthollo schools
b'ive thus far bold thuu' o.vu.und it is ths
sciUudpoUor of English Catholics to main

tain by genorous contributions so high a
grade of educational efficiency as to justify
their demand' for' a sharo of the local rates;
At present their voluntary, schools aro com-- ,
pctlngon'unoqual torms, and it thoy are,
nevertheless, nblo to vlo 'with tho board
schools, thoy soeni fairly ontltlod to equal
assistance from the community.

Is thero a Devil of Elopement?
Whnt principle to rofor laok to for ex-

planation ot the system that has provallod
In nnd around tho BnAYl.EY family ot Brigh-
ton can bo considered after tho facts ot tholr
history nro put Into comparnblo form:

Ciiaiiles Braylev'b first wife eloped from
him with his brother Altiied.

Charles thon married tho eloped wlfo ot
a Mr. Gould.

Alfred and Mrs. CuarlesJjJo. 1 separated
and then sho married again, and soon
Alfred entered u Now Hampshire jail for
doping with a second man's wlfo. After
emerging, In order to avoid trlnl for still
another olopement. ho Hod back in penitent
desperation to his brothorCiuitLis's house.

Mrs. Charles Biiayley No. a then
tho elopentont act, along tho

sntno linos as thoso adopted by Mrs.
Charles No. 1, she, too, running off with
hor husband's sumo brother Alfred. Mrs.
Charles Brayley No. 1, who menu-whll- o

had joined a society for tho ies-cti- o

of fallen women, hearing ot hor
llrst husband's second bereavement, left
momentarily tho sldo ot her secoud hus-
band nnd rovlsltcd tho first with sympathy
and consolation; and from tho oxporleuco
of tho past It is to bo expected that sho will
soon turn over an old leaf nnd start life
ngnln by departing In tho old stylo with tho
brother of her original partnor in such

tho twice deserted Charles hlm-
solf.

Is thero a Dovll of Elopement, or does tho
prnctlco bonst of a bacillus, und Is It con-
tagious? Or what is It that has thus
raided tho Brayley family and Its various
connections ?

Togoml Democrat enn shut his eyes to the
ilaiurr which tlire.itens the Democratic party as a con-se- i

inner nf the bolt uhlch has taken place In New Vork
city and Slate. ti, c!,mm I ),.;!) A.

Thero is no such bolt. Tho Democracy of
Now York were nuvor moro united. Not one
suro-enouii- Iron-cla- d Demoorat is concerned
In tho hubbub. Tho best ot thorn aro

SavcrnI ot tho Chlncso Exclusion bills that
have boon introduced Into Congress contain
provisions far moro strlngont than thoso of
tho Exclusion law now in forco. which oxulros
next May. The bill of Senator Doltii thai, has
been reported In tho Honnttt from the Commit-to- o

on Foreign Affairs Is ufllciontlv compre-
hensive. It provides that ths existing

law shall romain in forco for ten moro
roars, and that somo of its sections shall bo
amonded so as to lncroitEo Its effectiveness and
provent its violation. It scorns to us that Son-ut-

Dolfii's bill ought to bo satisfactory to
both Houses ot Congress.

The polito and wealthy city ot Baltimore
Is taking tho lead as tho promulgator ot tho
prlnclplosof drcsa rotorm. A short timongo.
wo chronicled tho act of a squadron of
athletic young ladies there In discarding cor-
sets nnd sundry othor articles of fashionable
femlnlno costume: andnow ws are apnrlsod of
tho calling of a conference of tho students ot
the Woman's Colloeo for the purpose ot

tho question ot adopting tho university
hat and gown as a dally dress the

hat and the flowing black gown. It Is
probable that reporters will be excluded from
this interesting conferonce, but wo shall surely
flndoutlts decision Wo do cotneqJ to give
tho rounp; ladles any" ndvlca on" the subject.
Thoy will net with propriety.

Whllo we thus have reports of progress In
tho conservative State of Maryland, what is
tho news from tho Stats ot
Massachusetts? Tho professor of physical
culture in tho High School of the town of
Woburn was confronted rocontlr with rebel-
lion when sho orderod hor pupils to disoard
their corsets and adopt a reform dress. At
one time thoy played sham: at another thoy
wore defiant, and at last soveral of thorn
faintod when deprived of their corsots and
enrtors. The doctors have been callod In. nnd
It now lies with thorn to dotcrmlno whether
tho rotorm shall bo carried out at all hnzards.

It is truly an instructive fact that the
young ladles of Maryland are ahead of
thoso of Massachusetts, that the athletlo
studonta of tho Baltimore Woman's College
havo reformed the dross which the pupils of
tho Woburn High Sohool stiok up for.

Tho Allianco mombors ot Congress are
already divided into two bostllo camps, one of
them favoring the I'eoplo's party, and the
other acting with the Democratlo party. It is
a sectional division, tho Northwestern men on
ono side, and the Southern men on tho othor.
There are also two factions la tho Simmon
camp.and lnduod It looks as If thero were nlno
tactions in it, and as if ouch ono ot its nine
members would stand by his gun. opposed to
any compromise with tho enemy.

As tho Italian Trezza leaves tho " death
houso" through tho commutation of his sen-
tence to the electrical chair to ono ot life im-

prisonment, thoro comos news of n case ot
condemnation to death In Franco which has
producod in actual lifo a situation that must
hnvo risen in tho mind of ovory oneot ths
many speculators upon tho choice between
cxooutlon nnd Imprisonment for lifo.

A soldier namod Gcoeu who nttompted to
kill n offlcor. was recently
condemned to be shot, but this sentence was
commuted by President Caiwot to twenty
years' penal servitude. NowGuoel flatly re-

fuses tho mercy of tho Chief Magistrate and
demands to bo shot Ho considers the penal
survltudo ns a stain upon his honor. He asks
Cabxot not to dlsgrnco him, but to " lot him
like a soldier fall." In other words, ns bo-

tween Imprisonment for tho rost ot ills days
and death, ho would rather die.

This, we bullevo. Is the llrst authentic record
ot sucli a prctoronco. Many people mny havo
Imaglnod that in the uonurul estimation llfo
wus no full ot troubles in ltuolf that doomed
to continual confinement It would seem so
horrible that mon would rathor shrink from
It Into death. But when they aro confronted
with this alternative they have ulways choten
lite In any slmpo. Guoel is tho llrst to pray
for departure from this world, yet It will be
observed that his deslro is largely fortified by
a special dread of humiliation as a soldier.

President Palacio ot Venezuela, whose
term ot ofllce Is about to como to an end, has
acaln issued a formal protest against further
encroachments upon Venezuelan territory by
the dovernmont of British Quians, The Brit-
ish have for years past been desirous of ob-

taining complete control of the groat rlvor
Orinoco, and, in order to carry out this pur-
pose, have oxtendod the boundaries of British
Guiana In a westerly direction, taking pos-
session otsevoral points of great strategical
importance thHt have beon held by Venezuela.
President Palacio protests In vigorous lan-
guage against tho " British acts ot usurpa-
tion." and the British violation ot International
law, and the British assaults upon Venezuelan
Independence. Ue, makes an appeal to all
the olvllized nations of tho world In behalf of
his country.

Of course Venezuela cannot cope with the
British Government, whloh has a strong mili-
tary forco in Qulana and a naval squadron
near the mouth of the Orinoco. Of course tho
British authorities will glvo no heed to tho
protest Issued from Caracas, and will hold on
to the territory whloh they have seized from
tho feeble Venexuilsa republic

JONATHAN EDWARDS OH HTXI.

Snetattsna tram the Straeas of tho rs
New KnKlnnd Divine.

To this Editor or Tun Bun Sir In view
Of tho interest now taken In things

from Jonathan Edwards's
sermons may prove curious nnd Interesting.
Wo do not hnvo much nowa-

days. Edwards's srrmons aro lull of meat, and
nro good rending, liuxloy says of him that
"his demonstration of tno NocoRsarhin thesis
has never beon onuallc d In power, nnd cer-

tainly has novor been refuted." With the limp
thoologyof our tlmo, which sacrifices logic to
sontlmont, and hides In phraseology whnt It
dnreA not proclaim. Jonathan Edwards would
havo had little sviiiimthy. "Ho thought thoro
wits no ncod that tho strict philosophic truth
should bo at nil cnnuunlnit," says ono ot his
blograiihor.t. Hell, to him. was a reality to bu
shown to slnnors: not 11 mirmho to bo

awar. Thorn it not a Presbyterian
clorgvmau lu New Yoik y who would
venture to nrosent lis terrors In pictures as
terrlhln ns tlHisu In which ho Indulged. For
example:

' I ahull mention svornl good and Important
ends which will bo nhtnlnud by thu etorual
punishment ntthnwlckud. .

" Tim saints will bo made moro sensible how
great tholr salvation In. When they slinll sou
howKruHtthomlaery is from wlileli Uud has
saved them and how .great the dllferencu Ho
linth made lietwoen their state nnd the. stato of
others who wcro by tint tiri. and porhupH by
piautlce. no more sinful and than
they. It will glvo them u sense of thu wonder-fulne- ss

uf UihI'h Eiacc. ,' Tlu; .vowsof
thumUoryof tho d.unnod will dmililo

ot tho Bdliits in
" The' sight of will oxclto tho

happiness or tho saints forovor. It will glvo
them n mure lively relish ut tholr own happi-
ness)" (Sermon XI.)

"Whon they shall see how mleeraiilo others
of their fellow creatures aro: when thoy shall
see tnu smoko of their tormont and tho rnclne
times of their burning, nnd shall hear tholr

shrieks and cries, and consider that they In
tho moan lime nro in tho most tdlnsful statu
und shall surely bo In It to all eternity, how
they will rejoice! ' ".How loyfully thoy
will sing to (lod nnd tho Lamb whon they ld

this!" (Sermon XIII.)
"Do hut consider what It Is to suitor extreme

tormont forever and over, from ono, uge to an-
other: lu pain, in wnllini: and lamantlng.
gtonnlng and shrinking nnd gnashing your
teth. with your hodius und every memhor full
ot racking torture, without a possibility of
moving Ood to pity by your cries I How dismal
will It bo under theso racking torments to
know that you never-ne-ver shnll bo delivered
from thorn: to havo no hopo: when, attor you
hnvo worn out the age of tho huu, moon, and
stars without ono minute's ease, yot you shall
hnvo no hopo otovor being delivered: hut tho
same groans, tho same shrieks, tho samo dole-
ful cries aro Incessantly to ho tuado by you:
and tho smoko of your tormont shall asuond
up forever und over. Your bodlos. whinh havo
been burning and masting all tho whllo In
glowing furnaces, yot shall not havo boon con-
sumed, but will romain to roast through an
eternity yet." (Sermon XI.)

Does tho Uov. Dr. Van Dyko warn slnnors
thus? Or itai this tho truth a hundred roars
ago, and Is It falsehood A. L.

Daxsvillb, N. Y Fob. 5.

SENSIBLE JiEMOCllATIO TIEW8.

Let the Cleveland Men Pilch In nnd Try to
Carry the Convention, nnd Htoi Kicking.

Von tA Kawta Ofy Tim.
Let the Cleveland men turn In anil beat Hill at the

primaries.
From the LynMurf IVftrs.

The February Convention Is as fair to Cleveland as to
UllL The nrlmarlea are open to the friends of both.
The pretence that the people are not now prepared to
declda batwesa the two Is a preposterous subterfuge.

iVom fA Chtrry YalUy Gaztttt.
A Cleveland contingent In the cltyot New York ob-

jects to holding the Stato Convention on tho S2d of
February. We are not able to see why it la not a suita-
ble time In the year. Certainly rural districts can at-

tend to it In Tebruary as wellaBanyothertime. If this
Is a rood month for holding town nieetlnfre, It Is not
easy to seo why It Is not a good time to hold caucubei
and conventions.

From Oit SpringfitU Unity Democrat.

If Kew York Is to be accepted bb a necessary Demo-erat- lo

factor In the election this year, either Cleveland
or lllll will be the nominee, nnd the quesUonot relative
availability will he determined by the complexion of,

the delegation to the National Convention,

iron (A Union ami JLtixtrtUtr,
The Murray lllll gentlemen have opposed the nomina-

tions of the regular and overwhelmingly successful reg-

ular Democratic organization In the city of KewYork.
and even nominations tor State oraVes made by the reg-

ular Demecrallo State organization which they now
assume to sit In Judgment upon, and formed combina-
tions with the Republicans, under the guise ot "reform-
ers." to defeat Democratic candidates. It the EUte
Convention bad been called for the latest day possible
prior to the National Convention, the Murray Hill party
would be kicking and s wearing all the same.

From the Atlanta Constitution

There U but one thing for the Democrats of New York
to do. and that Is to make their Influence felt by select-lu- g

delsgatea to the State Convention favorable to the
eandldate they may prefer. It they are for lit. Cleve-
land, they wiU have an opportunity of saying so. It
they are for Senator lllll, they can make the faot ap-
parent. Our Impression la that the friends of Mr. Cleve-

land can find the ways and meant for keeping them-
selves a warm at a convention at the
friends of Mr. Iltll. and we advise them by aU means to
make arrangements for doing so.

Fron the Chicago IlrralX
The claim that an early Convention has been called

for the deliberate purpose of taklnz snap judgment
against Orover Cleveland aud hla friends Is absnrd.
How is it possible to catch nsppliiff a man whose candi-
dacy for a Presidential nomination has existed tor
three years and longer t
, The truth appears to be tbaLthe element which fran-
tically opposes the will ot the party organization In
New York la composed largely ot n Democrats.

. They will vote the Democratlo ticket It Mr. Cleveland
beads It. and otherwise they will not support It. At
this distance they would present a more Inspiring and
pleasing spectacle it they would expend the force now
wasted In useless protests by devoting It to earnest ef-

forts to select delegates of their choice.
From the KentucJcian-Ctttu-

The Democratlo State Committee of New York baa
called the State Convention to be held on the22dof
February to select delegates to the National Conven-
tion. Tula action Is wise and politic. It will enable
the Democracy of that State to clearly define their at-
titude, and maybe the meant of eliminating embar-
rassing complications. In filing an early day for their
State Convention the Democracy ot New York hate
done the right thing at precisely the right time.

TUB inEOSOl'UICAL SOCZETT.

Wonder Beckers and Crank ilo Not Ban
It, Sir, Suslce Harm.

To tiii Koitob or Thi Hex Sir: For Itne and vigor-
ous English Tur. So mutt be admired. Will Itt tense ot
justice permit this note to be inserted in any of Itt
columns, since at lis request I willingly furnished Its
editor with Col. Olcqtt's middle name, so that Itt inno-
cent desire to give men't middle names could be satis-fle- d

in the very editorial it printed yesterday upon the
absurd tale about a Mr, I'nulke, Mr. Perry, the

Society, and auccessors to II, I'. lllavatsky r
The TbensophlcalSoclety Is a bo ly goverued by votes

and common tense, and not by astral bodies and Im-

agined adepts mixed with wind and fury. At you Justly
tay then. If auccesiorsalp t'i Mine niavatnky be
mooted, the claim of Uul. fteurySteoltiOirutt, nine Us1'reudent, should not ha 1norrd. Hut that questionwilliieer be mooted eareui bj ciai.k outsiders hu
seek a cheap notoriety.

Mr. Konlke is one of three. He Is not n member ofthe society, aud nssalwas illapu-i- l n Iren relish for
the impossible, whether ill nature or in Insmr), lie isregarded us harmless aud ainuslnir. Ifli Is receiving
letters rroin all parts or the ruuntry, they must he from
tliHinere martel seekers who abound, out who siren
while others cnnaire in sensible twirk fhin voniler
seekers and orunks do uoi run 1. ur society, unit the work-
ings ami niettiudsor the xu'lity ate upen to tour free In-
vestigation, since they do not deal In ti b astral Into.Icalioti at bat provoked our editorial. Intiy yours,""" 't Jrai.i.iJiiieralii.retary,

Nrw Yorx, Feb.. IbM.

Feerlea In Its Old. school Ocruoerary,
iow(!i I'ervvmt tl'iltrtimam,

No paper In the country eshlulta a more stalwart
national spirit than Tua Nsa Vuiik Sex. I'errless in its

Democracy, It has been Hid frank and out-
spoken supporter of the Preslilcrt in ills course In the
ChiUan affair. Its patriotism Is broad an I rugtd, de-

void of partlssnjhlp or craiiklsin or effeminate semi-ntn-

II believe In tiroleitliig Aim-r.ta- Industry
against competition and Ainencsu boundaries against
foreign attack, aud li spurus the idra ot arbitrating a
matter ot American honor,

TUelr rattle u Kuril le National.
FratntKe ll'jina fiat,

Tbt New York anil. Hill movement Is burdened with
the namet uf set eral conspicuous political fallurte.

Intuition.
Fanjle What sort of t, dress wit that Mrt. Snooper

wort to night t
Mrs. Fangle ,

"That's precisely what Cuinsnsnld when bt trod nn
It, but how did he know its ntnie i"

Don't allow toutself to IrlUe with a rold. and anencourage the development of some latent pulmonaryor bronchial disease, which otien ends fatally. Youhad better run your eougu or cold by promptly resort-lu- g

to Dr. U Jane a Kzueciorant, an eld time re incurtor aU coughs, lung and thrual atTtollosuv-ud-s.

irttAx is aoixa o.v vt soasTt. '

Monday evening was the aroat nlrxht of ths J s

season nt tho Metropolitan. A crowded and w
brilliant house, with tho women all lu aula ar- - j

ray for Mrs. Astor's ball and a performance ot j

"Faust" such as one hears but rarely In any jft
tnnguasro or from any artists, mmlo It an i

caslon to bo romemhcrotl. Kdouitrddo Itcszko'
covered himself with clory ns MtpUtth)hf!r$, '.

Ills fine nMionranco, his craco nnd cnsn of to
manner nud movement, his suierb noting, tei
nnd the rlne or his maunlllaonl olco thrilled th
thowholonudlonco Inn mnnntir seldom expo. ' 'rrn
rlonced by Now Vork oiicrnirours. An elderly eh
(ronthiman familiar with all tho bast singers. qv
on both continents suld ho hud boon lroetit kl
at fortr representations of " I'dti-- l " and had 10
nuvor soon nor heard suoh a MrphiitoiMti. 00
Miss Ionics charmed by hor swoet nttts and (t
excellent method, but thoio who reenllo I Nils- - ).

son's Margurrltt shook tholr heads deprerat- - r
lnuly notwithstanding thoy applauded her. Jc

As for tho house, it mlcht have been th it
Queen's Theatre on n birthday or drawing- - ec
room nlcht, so suporb wore thocostunmtand tt'
so bllndlnir tho sparkle And scintillation ot
tho jowuls. Mrs. Ilradley Martin, In a cor. tt
roous combination of whlto satin anil pink P
velvet, with a dlusrnnnl hand mndo entirely ot Is
precious stones extending from Bhouldcr to di
waist nud exactly matchlnrt tier necklace nnd tc
enronct, hnd Miss ltita llogors In hor box. it
Miss ltoger. nt a distanco, boars a strong re- - O

somblance to Miss Adelo Grunt nnd was suv. O
oral times mistaken for hor across tho opera
house. Sho looked extromoly well in white
silk and pink rosos. and hor simplicity of nltlre b
was a hoalthlul rost to tho eye. Mrs. Cornelius. '

Vandorbilt waB In mauvo volvct. with a double O
row ot brilliants around hor neck nndndla- -

mond comb at tho back of tho head, which
wns a pleasant change from the familiar
orown. On either sldo of hor woro Mrs ILL.
Clnrkson In yollovr. und her sister, Miss Otlt, c
lnrlohbluo satin, whllo Mr. Otis loomod up t
bcntcnuntlr In tho background. Tho twin J
sisters. Mrs. Mills ami Mrs. lionllnck. drowsed,
ns ot old. exactly allko. nnd. with tho same J
similarity ot person and fenturn that marked 1

them In tholr childish days, woro onlydlsttn- - 1

cuishablo ono from tho othor by the crown c

nnd necklaco worn by Mrs. Mills, nnd which ' I
hcrslstar's jewel box evidently failed to sup-
ply. Mrs. Carloy Ilavomoyor. tn the softest
nnd pnlost of poarl gray satins, with a pro-- ' ;
fusion of filmy lace draped over one shoulder, 3

was among the handsomest women present,
and with hor was Miss Hopo Qoddard, who j
wns admirably protty In blue. Mrs. James c

I Kernochan and Mrs. Ellshn Dyer. Jr., wore i
together, tho jewels of tho cldor lady scarcely J

eclipsing thoso ot tho younger.
To tho Astor ball all theso and many moro I

smart gowns and sparkling gems wondod j

their way about midnight, and wcro soon
whirling nnd spinning to entrancing musio in j
Mrs. Astor's plcturo gallery. And. by tho way,
It Is a vexed auestlon. and one of no littlo Im-

portaneo In a g community buoIi as '

Now York Is fast gottlng to be. whether a pio- - I

ture gallery Is thn bost place for a dance. To
the critical eye It aertainly is not. In tho first
place, tho lights, whloh In power and position
aro adapted for tho display of the paintings on
tho walls and not of the living pictures on the
floor, aro oxtrnmoly trying to tho oomploxlon.
It wus remarked at Mrs. Hloane's and Mrs.
Bhopnrd's danco that womon scarcely past
their llrst youth lookod wan and haggard : and V j

as for thoso who aided nature by an artificial '

tint, tho nbsoluto failure of illusion was Ideplorable. The merciless electricity laid
baro every mystery. Then the forms and col- - I
ore on tho walls have an eccentrlo habit of Idancing up and down to keep tlmo with tho mu- - Isic, and tho dreadful conglomeration of land- - I '

scapes, figures, and animals sometimes has a Ivery unploasant ofToct upon sensitive nerves I
and brains. Tho surroundings ot a ballroom I
should bo light, graceful, and restful to the I
eye, with a profusion of mirrors, and gliding I
ad libitum. Such aro the great ballrooms in IEuropean palaces, where art galleries art
things not td bo desecrated by dancing,

Mrs. Astor's mansion had Its usual tasteful
docorations, and a stranger walking through
its long suite of lofty and spacious rooms be-
fore tho guests assembled would have said
that nothing was loft to bo desired. But the
popularity ot tho hostess made It a great dead
too small, and at supper time both ladles and
gentlemen crowded the second floor and took
tliclr rofroBhmont in the cloak rooms. With
the present enormous size ot New York soolety
and the requirements of its members, two or
three houses are essential to the complete
suocoss of a dancing function, and those whose
bank accounts rofuso to covor the expenditure
must bo content to entertain their frlonds
through tho modlura of subscription danoes. 1

The engagements have boon rocently ail--
nounccd of Mrs. John A. Kernochan and Mr. I
William Pollock, both summor residents and I
largo land owners of Fittsfleld, Mass.; of Miss
Alice Qroonough, a dCbutanto of this winter,
and Mr. Edward M. Townsond, Jr.. ot Oyster
Bay, L. I., and otMIss Mabel Wheolor and Mr.
Stephen Train of Boston.

Tho dinners during tho woek havo not dimin-
ished in frequency or sumptuousnese. Mrs.
Btuyvosant Fish, who has a rare talent of In-

vention for dining tablo deaoratlon, had a
curious arrangement at hor last dlnnor of pink
aud black tullo, caught horo and thero with
clusters ot pink rosos, which was as effective
as It was original Mrt. Van llensselaorCrugor
covcrod her tablo with cloth of gold, ovor which
woro scattorod Jacqueminot rosos, which pro-
ducod u warmth und glow ot coloring that was
strikingly suggostivo of Jullen Gordon. Mrs.
L Townsend Uurdon has a profusion ot gold
and silver ropousso vnsos to hold tho oxqulslto
rosos and lilacs with which sho adorns her
tablo, which, by tho way. Is said to be
so broad that the sorvants aro obliged to wilk
ovor it in order to arrango the ornaments.
Many other banquots havo boon glvon, all
equally rcgardloss of expense, and when no
dances or balls follow thorn It is quite the rule
to havo ono or more of tho operatlo constella-
tion of stars, or piano recitals, or possibly a
whole orchostra, to assist dlsostlon and com-
plete tho enjoyment of thu guests. As an
addendum of this kind to n fashionable dinner
is said to moan $1,000 to each performer, it la
easy to compute tho cost of such a regal enter
talnmentasthat given by Mr. and Mrs. Brad-
ley Martin last evening. Tivo handsome din-

ners, with tho number of guosts varying from
twenty to fifty, according to tho slzo of the
houso lu which tho banquet was laid, preced-
ed Mrs. Cornelius Vandcrbllt's danco on Fri-

day evening. In tho long list of bulls and din-

ners at which tho smart sot havo nsslstod this
winter thoro have beon none more perfoct In
every respect than theso functions.

Tho uomliigthriHi weeks will bo mainly de-
moted tn tho winding up of subscription af-
fairs, although cards uro out for several
private entertainments. Tho last Assembly,
thulustCutlllon. tho last ot tho Monday even-
ing balls t Hlierry'n. aud tho lnst Patriarchs'
have Mill to bu dUposod of, whllo at the same
tlmo the announcement of dittos for the
meeting of boiling, badminton, and other nth-lutl- n

clubs, tho taking of room and booking
of places for Ht. Augustlno. Bermuda, Allien,
and othor winter resorts, to say nothing of
French "confsroucos," classes In history and
literature, and worst ot all, sewing societies
and Industrial boos, botokon tho approach of
tho period of rost, discipline, and abstinence.

Thu annual fit, Valentino's Kettledrum,
whloh is Hearing its silver wndil!n,i day will
bu held at Wherry's rooms during I ho afternoon
andctnnlngof HutunUy next.llithinst. There V
will bothousuul display o( fancy articles, flow- - 1 fc

ers,iVc.,lnchiirgoorMrs, Itnndolph, Mrs. Ilioh- - A ft
ardlrvIn.Mrs. Henry MoVinkar, Mrs. Andiiri'-se- . flk
and othor attract I vo young matrons, with a- - tDt S
rlousshqwB nnd utmuoinentK for children In m'sl
tho da tlmo and tlancinj tn Lauder's band at
night. Thu entertainment In In buhnif of tho (f I
Bamnrltan Homoforthu auil. 1

On tho following tn lay evening. Tob. 20. A 1 i
a grand operatic concert Its aunouneod nt tho 1 1 (
Metropolitan Qporn Houso for one of tho most lV' iappealing of oharitlo", thellome for the Peetl- - 1

tute Blind. Mifa Haines, tho Vo ltoszkes. Ik
I Frau Lohmann.and Ilorr Ealisch ore all toar Ks i
I pear, and there la to be one act of "DleWaV B f

kure" besides a ml'cell&neoui oonoort.
-- fcl


